[Relationship between the tendon of the long head of the biceps brachii muscle and the glenoid labrum].
For many authors, the insertion of the long head of the biceps brachii muscle is exclusively or mainly located on the supraglenoid tubercle. The aim of this work was to study the insertion of the long head of the biceps brachii at macroscopic and microscopic examinations. 31 shoulders of macerated cadavers of both sex (age range: 52-92 years) were dissected by a posterior approach in order to study the glenoid labrum and the origin of the long head of the biceps brachii muscle. At macroscopic examination two types of the proximal part of the long head of the biceps brachii were demonstrated: a flattened shape in 84% of the cases and a hemicylindrical shape in 16% of the cases. Four types of origin were demonstrated at dissection: in 64.5% of the cases the tendon inserted mainly on the postero-superior part of the labrum, in 19.4% of the cases the tendon inserted both on the postero-superior and postero-anterior labrum, in 6.4% of the cases it inserted only on the supraglenoid tubercle and in three cases the tendon inserted on the intertubercular groove. The histologic examination performed on 6 superior part of the bicipitolabral complex have all shown that the tendinous fibers blended with the glenoid labrum. The examination performed on an complete labrum demonstrated tendinous fibers within the glenoid labrum up to the junction between the postero-superior and postero-inferior part of the labrum.